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THE GRAND DUCHESS

OF GEROLSTEIN.

DRAMATIS PERSONZE.

Tug Gravp Dreness oF GEROLSIBIN.

‘Wanna (a Peasant, betrothed to Iritz).

Tz (a Soldier).

Prixen Pavr (son and heir of the Bleetor of Steis-stein-steis, &c.)
Banox Puex (Chamberlain).

Nrromue (Aide-de-Camp).

Grxpnan Boos (Commander-in-Chief).

Banox Groe (Bmissary of the Elector of Steis-stein-steis, &e.)
C_M)mm HOO].I_HEIM , } Officers in the Grand Duchess” Army.
Lizurenant NIERSTEIN

Tua

Ornua
AMbLIE Maids of Honour,
Criannorre J

Cronvs— Ladies of the Court, Officers, Ushers, Soldiers, and Vivandiéres.

ACT 1. Ax Exoamsrmenr. Moring.
(Four days elaps..)
ACT 11, Srars Apawrmext 1v 108 Paracs.  Afternoon.

ACTIIL SCENI 1. Tun Crivsox Suvrre. Bvening.
SBCENE 2. A Marxer Prace. Night.

PN

Tin young Grand Duchess of Gerolstein was conspicuous for wanting—and getting—her own way
in most things, and for her pleasing enthusiasm for soldiers.  Feaving lest these traits should
lead her to commit some imprudence, her elderly adviser, Baron Puck, sought to distract her mind
from sentimental wanderings by finding for her a husband of suitable rank (Prince Paul), and also,
with the assistance of her military adviser, General Beom, by organising military parades, and even by
mild wars waged against neighbouring states. At the beginning of the opera the army is encamped,
and news arrives that the Grand Duchess is on her way to inspect her troops. In the ranks is a
young reerait called Frita, who has earned the ill opinion of General Boom, by gaining the affections
of u pensant girl, Wanda, on whom the latter had cast a roving eye. Fritz makes a further step
in the disfavour of his commanding officer by attracting the notice of the Grand Duchess herself, who,
to the disgust of the General, plensed with the be:nk-ing of Fritz, calls him from the ranks and
converses with him.  During their colloquy, Frits finds himself promoted to the grade of Corporal,
and finally, when it transpires that he bas a sweetheart, to the rank of Lieutenant. The Grand
.]l))uc]lfm;ss«nexb ?l}ilﬁlllcl‘s her popularity with her soldiers by singing the Song of the Regiment, which
.lt)l\@\ s t»ﬂ.l.l‘gllli l)ux'———:lrui, in_her lu;_;h spirits, gives to Fritz the further step of Captain. Prince
‘witl, the effeminate and despised suitor of the Grand Duchess, now enters. He has been for some
time at thq Grand Dnca.l Court (together with his father’s emissary, Baron Grog, whom Her Highness
always refuses to receive), waiting for the Grand Duchess to make up her mind to marry hin.
Genemi‘ Boom, PL}(:%:, and 1’_1-iuce Paul seat themselves, at the request of the Grand Dachess, in order
to consider Boom's plan of campaign.  This the Commander-in-Chief proceeds to unfold, and the
schema <o excites the contempt of Fritz—who is standing in attendance on his mistress—that he bursts




mto the palavar and 1'1(!101}1{:5 the General’s proposed form of attack. In spite of Boom’s protests, the
Girand D»uchess ‘bxds Fritz sit down and give his views; and, learning that, as he is noeithor
rglnnfﬂhd:ﬂg officer nor a noble, he cannot be heard, she on the spot raises him to the rank of
General, and creates hu_n B:}rpn. .l' ra‘gz, thus qualified, takes a seat ab the Couneil table and indicates
& plan, the charming simplicity of which delights the Duchess, who, to the discomliture of Boom and
his con(edex“ate Puek, and to the indignation of little Prince Paul, invesis the ex-private with entire
comm:\:n& of the army, the _bﬂdge of which is an immensely tall plume, and commits the conduet of the
campaign so}e.i)‘f to his skill and valour. As a erowning proof of her esteem and conlidence, sho
entrusts to Fritz the sacred broadsword which her late father was wont to wield in battle. The Adt
concludes with the departure of Fritz at the head of the Grand Duchess’ avmy.

In the interval between the first and second acts, the Grand Duchess’s favourite has conquered
her enemies.  His triumphal return is welcomed by the people, and most of all by his augusb nustress,
who listens with emotion to his own exciting recital of the victory which had crowned his Grenoralship.
A' private interview follows the public reception, in which, under the guise of intercession for a Indy
oﬁt her own court, the Grand Duchess makes an avowal of her passion for the victorious general ; but
Trits is too unintelligent to appreciate the honour in the manner intended. The Grand Duchess,
mortified at his indifference to her charms, and angered by the request he sends her shortly after to be
allowed to marry Wanda that night, resolves to revenge herself. She overhears n conspiracy bebween
Puck, V’Boom and Prince Paul against the life of the supposed favourite, bursts in upon the conspirators,
and offers to join in their design; a proposal joyfully aecepted, and the act finishes with an eceentbric
dance, confirming the entente cordeale.

In the third act Baron Grog, whom the Grand Duchess has persistently refused to see, appears
upon the scene and joins in the eonspiracy. His peculiar qualities so fascinate Her Highness, that her
anger against Fritz is extinguished by her interest in the Baron. She nccordingly countermands the
proposed assassination. Upon this, Boom delivers limself of o blustering protest, maintaining that
his honour is concerned, and claiming the right to slay Fritz. o his consternation, the Grand Duchess
admits this claim, and says thab, while she cannot permit the assassination of her late favourite, there is
no reason why Boom should not meet him in single combat. Puck and Prince Paul, divining the
emptiness of his boasting, and looking forward to some amusement, impress upon him the urgeney of
o duel with Fritz, and combine to facilitate its arrangement. All go oft to mrrange preliminaries.
Fritz and Wanda enter on their way to the Cathedral, where they are to be married ; and theiv friends
come to escort them. But they are intercepted by Puek and Prince Paul, who explain to Iritz that
he must fight with Boom, before he can wed. T'rits is veluetantly compelled to postpone his nupbinls
for an hour or two, and the disappeinted wedding guests go to await in the Cathedral the arrival of
‘Wanda and her groom.

The second seene of the third act represents a market place in Gorolstoin—with the Cathedenl
at one end.  The seconds, Prince Paul and Nepomue, awnit in viin the aerival of Gonermd Boon.
1*rits, who had been on an unsuec wsful scarch for his advorsary, arrives upon Bho seone ; and an iden
then oceurs to Puck, by which not enly may Iritz be degraded in the oyes of the Grand Duchoss, but,
Prince Paul may probably win her hand ab last. He suggests w burgain with the morcenary ox-privale,
Pritz shall—at a price—affect the appearance of one who has been ignominiously defented in single
combat.  He shall appear before the Grand Duchess and represent thab ho has mot with u mystoriously
masked adversary.  Puck, knowing the romantic tempermment of Her Highness, foresecs that sho will
at once feel sentimentally disposed towards the unknown hero who shall have defeated so doughty n
warrior as Fritz. At the proper moment, the masked champion shall appear, and turn oub to be none
other than Prinee Paul. After considerable demur and much bargaining, itz consents.  Io
disappears to dishevel himself, and Prince Paul to assume his disguise.  The wedding guests come
out of the Cathedral, tired of waiting. The Grand Duchess enters, eager for news of the ducl.
Presently General Boom makes a somewhat shamelaced entrance, and is obliged to admit thut
be has failed to meet his antagonist. Next comes Fritz, disfigared and cabt about, the suered
broadsword twisted out of recognition. e tells_the talo of the masked warrior. 'Ihe Grand
Duchess, to the delight of Boom and Puck, deprives Fritz of all his recent titles and honours ; but, Lo
their disgust, bestows them on Baron Grog. Grog, in his gratitude, conveys to the Duchess his wife’s
thanks, and the Ducbess thus discovers that he 3s married, and the devoted futher of six children.
Yorthwith she strips him of his new honours and restores Boom to his position as Commander-
in-Chief. Puck, who has arranged with the masked hero to be at hand ready to appear al
the auspicious moment, 1ow gives the signal.  Shouts are heard without; and then, amidst the
acclamations of the populace, there enters the victor in the supposed fight, masked and clonked. In
her escitement and enthusiasm, the Grand Duchess promises him her hand, as a reward for his chivalry.
He throws off his disguise, and Prince Paul stands confessed. With a shrug of the shoulders, she
agrees to comply with her bargain, and the Prince offers to lead her to the Cathedral. At the same
time, she forgives Kritz, consents to his marriage with Wanda, and gives him a small appointment that
he desires. As the curtain falls, the two couples are about to proceed to the Cathedral to be married.




ACT I.
OVERTURE ... e .- . e .-
No. L—a. CHORUS .. - «. " Before their martial ranks” -~ .
B. SONG AND VALSE (Fritz and Chorus)  * Maidens, never mind us”  «« ...
¢. BONG (Boom) “Pivy, Parr, Pourr™” ., “ When I shout”
No. 2—DUET (Wande and Fritz) “ Ilere I am® .
No. 3—a. CHORUS . .- . “ Carry srims!” .
B, RONDO (Grand Duchess)... « Goldiers! I'm simply mad aboul them!”
No. 4.—A. SONG OF THE REGIMENT (Grand
Duchess, Iz, and Chorus) . “ Oh, what a splendid regiment ?
n, CHORUS FOR EXIT * So bang the drum ”
No. 5—BONG Prince Peud)* Tk Sociery Conumn™ “They say Prince Paul has gone a-wooing
No. 6.—A. CHORUS, TRIO AND ENSEMBLE .. “Tis the bugle call”
B BONG OF THE SWORD (Grund
Duchess) . * Here is my blessed father’s swordg !”...
o, FINALE (Ensemble)... o . cee
ACT II.
No. T—ENTRACTE . vrenne . . -
No. 8—4. CHORUS OF MAIDS OF IHONOUR.. “ At last the war” ... .-
1, COUPLETS OF “THE LETTERS” ... “ I carriedd your portrait”... e
o. BXIT OFF MAIDS OF HONOUR .. “ Ah, words of my lover” .-
No. 9.—a. GENERAL CHORUS “ Qur soldiers victorious ...
B. RONDO (Iritz) *« All in good order™
No. 10.—DUIT AND SOLO (Grand Ducless § Frit){ . gﬂ;“‘zg’shi‘gl"f o -
Nu, 1L.—TRIO AND BALLAD (Buum, I’JLL/.,, cend
Prince Paul) .. - « Tt will whiten your check” .
No. 12.—a. MELODRAME
#. MINALE (Hoom, Puck, Prince Punl, and
Crand Duchess) ... « We'll see him lodged” .. .
ACT IIL
No. 13 —-BENTRACTE

No.
No.

INDE X.

e can “se

14~ DUET (Grand Durchess and Boom) ...

15—, CONSPIRA TORS' CHORUS & SCENE
(Puck, Drince Paul, Boon, (;wr/. .‘\(pamm,
and Chm g ...

B, SONG OF THE GRIND%TONL (Buum
and Chorus) ... .

No. 16.-—a. DUBT (Wanda and .l'rit:)

3. WEDDING CHORUS
No. 17.-—COUPLETS ( f{ochheim, Nierstein, § Chorus)
No. 18.—SCENIE AND CIIORUS
No. 18.—ENTR'ACTE
No. 20.—a. DRINKING CHORUS

8. SONG OF THE GL‘\SS ((};mml ])uc/zes.s
and Chorus) .

 91.—8CENA AND SONG (ﬂ' anda, Fritz, and

Chorus) . .

99 —PFINALLE (Ensemble)

“ What lessons”

are e

« Come, with daggers drawn”

“ Purn the handle”

« Tt seems so strange”

“ We come to our courtly duly”
“ Come to church”
“ Now to the fight”

“ o remain in cushiouless pews”

“T had a good old ancestor?”

asn .y

“ Oh, see my poor Fritz”

« At last I recover my plume”

BAC
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No- 5. SONG (PRINCE PAUL) “THE SOCIETY COLUMN.”
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No. 6. (A) CHORUS, (B) SONG OF THE BROADSWORD.
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NO. 8. (A) CHORUS OF MAIDS OF HONOUR AND
(B) COUPLETS OF “THE LETTERS.”

(A) CHORUS OF MAIDS OF HONOUR.
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