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CHARACTERS!:

Mnrs. NANKEEN WORCESTER

.o oo

GrNERAL DEELAH
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I Y

A China Maniac.

P LRI

Another.

® o 0w LI e« o e

SOENE. -—Mns, Nawxzen Wororsren's Monwine Room. Time,

7 o'clock., Piano Tu. Fashionable low tea-table, centre, with chairs on each
side. Mns, Wonounsrrn heard calling without.

June! Janot Tetch mo from tho third delf shelf * Crackwell on Old China” ;

and, June, if CGlonernl Doolah ealls this evening, shew him in; and,
Jane, covers for two.  (Enfer Mus., WORCEBTER, R., with tea-cup and
suarcer and a bluebook, Sho {s « fashionably dressed widow.) And,
Jane (runs back to door), Jane, that will bo all.  (She sits L. of the tea-
table, puts down cup and saucer after sipping, and becomes absorbed in book.}
Now lot mo rond this most interesting and eurious statoment onco more.
AN that vomaing of Julinus Crear's favorite toa-service is one little
blue and white saucer. The romainder of theso cclebrated cups and
gnucers came to & molancholy end in consequenco of s little dispute be~
tween Julius Coesar and his mother-in-law, who, self-invited, had been
spending threo months with him andshowed no disposition to terminate
her visit.”  How inconsiderate of hor! * Honco tho origin of the term
¢ Break a brick,” now called *bric dbrae”” How intensely interesting,
digging up the meaning of old words like thist} ¢ The sancer in ques-
tion was found on a portion of waste land situated where Warder
Street now stands, it having missed tho head of Cwsar in consequence of
the emperor’s dodging, and flown through the window of the imperial
residence near Cheyne (or Ghina) walk.” How curious!  Mrs. Cresar’s
mother was a lndy of great hurling powor,and is said to have distin-
guiahed hersolf at the Hurlingham matches of that period.” Fancy
Hurlinghare matches in those early ages. I thought the Prince of Wales

invented them. X would not part with this little book for worlds (kisses

i)t “The saucer was picked np some years after by William Rufus,

from whose hands it passed, in the course of & century or 'two, to.George

1V., from whose treasury it was stolen by a Sorceress who had access:
to the court.” Wonderful! * Since then, the saucer has never been found.”

h, yes, it has though! “Butitis still in existence.” Yes, in my dress
(points to her side pocket). ~* Tt is marked nnderneath with an extended
hand, the thumb of which is in contact with a rather indistinet monograph,
somewhat resembling n nasal orgaun.” How extremely remarkable! (Reads
the sentence again carefully.) ~ Marvelloas! It is the same, without doubt,
(Takes blue and wwhite saucer carefully from her pocket) La Duchesse de
Sevres seys so, and Ladjx T, Pottery has offeved to stake her valuable col-
lection of Dresden Pugs on the genuineness of my treasure. If such is the
ease, it i3 worth :£10,000! What a surpise this will be for the dear Gen-
oral—General Deelah! T shall not tell him of its value until he—he
proposes to me.. e must marry me for myself (sighs). He ought to have
declared himself before now. The late Mr. Nankeen Worcester was not
ten days before he had laid his hand and fortune at my feet. His hand was
vory large and his fortune was very small—had it been otherwise~~but why
revert to the painful past? (Rises and puls dows book.) Tam sure itis
not my fault that General Declah has failed to speak. I have given him
every opportunity and encouragement. I wish I knew for certain if he
is in possession of the valuable collection of old china with which -soclety
credits hiva: - T-must ascertain that! General Deelah is certainly most
fascinating, even without the ching, but he would be far, more. 8o with i
I need scarcely say that when ‘we are married, 1 shall ‘make Lim sell the
lot. Heo must give up his old Derby and stick to his Joan. Butitis cer
tainly strange that he never refers to his china, stranger still that he does
not-refer to-my decision-on ‘a still more delicate matter.: Ah; welli

_Porhaps he finds courtship so fascinating, he has not the courage to ter—
-~minate it.” T'will beguile the moments till he comes with singing my

Little china‘love-gong for the one: hundreth time this week!:
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At the end of song, enter GENERAYL DEERLALL He'is in evening dress Lord Pakin declures sho has it, nnd T won's propose-Lill T know for eor-
with opera hat under his arm. He is ahearty looking man with ved y tui&.{ ‘-X‘hy, :.lf!ﬁul' our nmrti‘f#(}l 1 glo;lh! soll it for o fortuno!
) - i . s, W. General, you appenr distraf
{%ce, L;iry- g}lfy _han 7”(1 mo}ustfacl.w,landquver refined 'nwﬁm.:rs. Mus. GeN. D, (Sealing /ai:jz’m{/’ i;lmidu hor again, and gazing at her with o comical,
- Wio s jassing the saucer, hastily puls it away. . Jond eupression.) Pardon my appurent rudencss, 1 wis wondering upon
Gex. D, Ah, my dear Mps, Woreester!-—my very dear Mrs. Worcester | what fuvored object Mra.,” Worcestor way hestowing n kiss a8 I en-
How are you ¢ {Detains her hand.) tered. I wasvain enough, but for a moment, to imagine it was one of
Mrs. W. Oh, General! You completely surprised me! my letters,
Gex. D, Lassure you, Your charms have repeatedly surprised me! Mus. W. (Lapping his shoulder playfilly with ker fiun.) O, how ean you,
Mns. W. {Shyly.y Ob, Genernl! You are quite too complimentary, General,—yon conceited man'!
Gex. D. O, no.” Too impossible to be—a—to be— Gun. D Way it not, really ? :
Mrs. W. Pray, be seated, General, Mns. W. O, no, Guneraly, how could you! You will amile, perhaps. 1t
Gex. D, Jlands seal politely to Mrs. W, 1., and sils on another chair, n. was but a simple pieee of china.
of table.  Awkward pause. GENERAL taking of kis gloves. ’ Crx,.D. . (Asideand eagerly.y Sl has got is! (Aloud, calmiy.) A pioco
Gex. D, How fine it was to-day ? of Chini. . Do you like ofd ¢hina ?
Mrs. W. Tt was. Mus. W. Tadore ft—do not you ? '
Gex. D It was. Gen. D, Iworship it Have you u large collection ¢
Mns. W, Yes, it was. (Pause.) Mna, W. No: but one small Pece.
Gex. D, And yet yesterd.y was wet. Gew, D, (dside.) That’s the one)
Mas. W. (Quickly) It was. Mus. W, (Pointedly.)  You, I believe, havo a yery larue eollection ?
Gex. D, It was, Guw. Do (Endeavoring to coade the point.)  Oh, uh! I have a large collee-
I\‘dus. W, Yes, it was, (Another pause) tion of china (Am'(é.) hundreds of miles away.
1(&}::\:. B.  Have.you ever noticeq— Mus. W. Isit very old china?
fo ]")v SOhE"I h:}vc! . Gex. D. I have a large eollection of china {aside) in Ching. (Aloud.:
T o0 have I frequently! How much weare alike. But although Would it surprise you to hewr I nm related to the Chinese ?
the rain is disagrecable, yet T always think it makes the grass, and the Mnrs W. Dear me—really, General—
M h?‘l\gs 308 Howers look—Ilook—wes! g Z}FN"!,D Really! There i; a legend of my relationship to Foo Choo
Irs. W, i and ineres i ENSL. el b
saucers.Oh’ it does, and increases the growth of the simple buttercups and Chan, whicl{l will give you if 1t will not bore you.
Gen. D. What cups and saucers? Mrs. W. You could not bore me, General! (Bus.) world you hand me my
Mrs. W. How absurd: What will you think of me? I meant buttercups ter,  (Gengnal Desvan does so, and yives his wpera hat in mistake,

and daisies,

{4side.) He won't take the ! int.
Gex. D. (Hising ¥

and speaking aside) Wil she never refer to that sancer!

while guzing at her, Bus. ad i),
Worcestir leats her cup with spoon

Luring the song, Mrs. Nangeex
al the refrain.)
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ALLEGRETTO. This Symphony to be played only at commencement an 1 end of Song-

No. 2.
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Mns, W. (During Symphony.) X do not see how. youw're related
to the Chinese. . .
- GEN. You cannot expect it in tho first verse,

2d Verse,

Fo live in a land with gamblers bold,
Ching-a-ring, &e.,
Where lovely daughters are booght and pold,
Ching-a-ring, &e.,
Where thought is gagged and madmen free,
Where fashion holds the sway, .
Where un old cracked plate, with an antique date,
Is o curate’s anpual pay!

Criorus as before.

s, W, (During Symphony.) T don’t yet see your relationship,

GENG%mraxlﬂ:h’ then DIl cut out the next

thirty-two verses and
int. .
come to the poid

ad Vz;zss.

Said Foo Choo Chan, as I am not an Englishman,
. Ching-a-ring, &c., .
7’11 wed an English lady if T can;
Ching-a-ring, &c.,

Heo to London came and wedded a dame,

And T was related to the bride;
For she was the sister of my brother’s second aunt,

By an uncle on my grandmother’s side.

CHoRrUS as before.

’

Mns. 'W. That is perfectly clear.  (GEN. D. uses his opera hat as
- tray lo veceive the cup and saucer from Mrs, W. He places them
on labie and then gazes fondly at her. She turns her back to him
shyly.)
GrN. D.  Leb us speak of something more adorable than china.
Mns, W.  What eould he more adorable?

G, D.  (Stzing her hand.) Yourselll (She rises.) I love you!
[u long, I'vo Joved you short. I mean, in short, Pve loved you
long. Since Ifind we are alike in a keen appreciation of art,
let me offr you the art T possces (she turns from him), the art
with the “ IL”  Bu my wile! :

Mnrs. W.  Ob, General! this is quite too awfully sudden.

GEN. D, (Kneels.)  Auswer e, or T die at yonr feet!

Mus. W. Oh, I'm fuintingl (Falls in chair. - Gun. D, runs for
his opera hat and fans her.) :

Geyn. D.  Oh, Emily, come too!  Open your cyes!
implores yon ! (Aside.y Twonder where that snucer is ! ( He leaves
her (v look aboul the raom.  She looks wp at him, but, on cutching
his glance, she fails back again,  Hs runs to her.)

GeN. D, Oh, Emily, my Emily, will you never H])Gﬂk! This is
gonuine.  What shll L do? Inever wng in sneh an embarns-
sing position heforve in wy life. (Runs to door, 1.} June! Janel-
Hare! Comodiere! Jane! (Mrs. W, darts after him suddenly.)

Mug. W. Gracions gosduess!  What are you calling Jano for?
Jang, we donlt want you.  ( Waving right hand.)

Gen, D (Waving vight and also.). Jane, wo don'tyvant you.

Mus. W.  Goaway, Jane. | |

Goyn. Do Go awiy, Juno,

Mra. W. (Falls in a chair, L., and fans kerself.) T'm bottor now,
What over mide you eull Jano ? : -

Gun. D, (Leaning on chair, R. and fonning himself with opera hat.)
Whatover made mo enll Jano?

Mus. W. T am better now (sits on chair, L.}, my dear Bdwin. Tt
is extremely gratifyivg to know you love me'for myself. Itis
still more gratifying to Do able to inform you that the little
piece of chinn you saw mo kissing is worth—oalm yourself,
LEdwin—£10,000.  (GuN. D. expresses emotions of joy aside, and
then turns calmly to Mpra. W.) - '

GrN, D, Indeed!

Mis. W.  When you take me, you tako the sauger! On this point
[ have hitherto doceived you. It wins & woman's wenkness,
Ldwin ; forgive me! e

Gex. D. (.~!‘>pa1'entfy indignant.}) Ewily 11! what do you suppose
tome is the worth of o few paltry (snapping fingers) thousands
Lo the possesion of you (sits beside her on chasr R.), my future lit-
tle wifu 1

Mgs. W. Generous and genuino General.

. Here, tako my treasure,

GeN. D, No! no! Twill not! (Eager to culch it.)

¢ (Mrs, W gives saucer, which the GuNERAL seizes with her hands, and

glances with a comical love-expression at her,}

(Fecling in pocket.)

Your Edwin |

ev. . My lovel mylife! (Walksto R.) ({dside.) T've got it!
GI(:LZ\;'B t;lzzes at z, turns it over, and a'look of horror corg'zes over his face. His
back 78 towards Mzrs. W.)

Mrs. W. How delighted he appears! He can scarcely contain
his joy. I knew he would be entranced.

GEN. D.  (Suddenly recovers himself and sits on chair.) How foolish
of me! (Aloud.) LEmily !

Mzrs. W.. Yes, love.

'

Gen. D.  Of course, this is not THE saucer?

Mnrs. W. Yes—ihe only one I havein the world!

GEX. D. -FPen-thousand horrors ! ’

Mrs. W. You mean ten thousand pounds! : :
Gex. D. (Rising toR.) What have Idone! TFool! Fooll!! Fool!ll

(Beats Feis brow and-gazes in agony af the bottom of the saucer.
"Mns. W.. Edwin! You alarm me! Thisisa genuine curio. -See

the rare mark. The ﬁnqer to the nose.

GuN. D. Mark! Genuine! It is my own make!

Mgrs. W.  Your own make. Explain yourself General,
that is-the.saucer of the late Julius Cwsar, Esq...-

Gex. D. T tell you'it is my own.make. It is no more_Julins
Caesar’s than iv’s Juling B—B—Bencdict’s. (Falls weeping ints -
chair, IR.)

Mus. W.  (Aside heroically.) Can this indeed be truc? If so, this-
is the moment in which to show him of what his countrywo-
men are made. | (dloud.)  Edwin—Edwin—do not weep for

X tell you

mel - w0 s

GEN. D. .. (Bakes a weeping noisc.)
Mrs. W. Do not weep for my sake. Fortified by vour affection, I
““willlearn to bear up under this crushing “calamity; and learn
to love your collection of china even better than I have done my

own,  Ldwin, Irepeatit: do not weep for me. (She turns fo-
wards piano and buries her face in her pocket handkerchief.

Gex. D, (Rises.) It is useless for me to deceive you, madam,
It is useless for you to love my collection of china.

Mrs. W. (dnziously.) Why? Why?

Gen. D.

My collection of china is my own make as well !

Mrs. W.  Your own make too 7 (Falls hysterically into chair, L., then
nses ¥ anger.)  Go !l eruel deceiver! Go!  You have broken
Go on,sir!  Complete the wreek which you have

my heart?,
made by breaking the wretched saucer which is as false as your-

lli)elf; Teaving me to—to the remembrance of what might have
cen. . {Falls, overcome, in chair, 1.) o ] "
GeX. D, (R. Smites his breast.) Edwin, be a man! T obey your
command, and leavs you forever. (Walks (0:Ri)-omcie :
Mrs. W.™ He gl\ali not see.what this decision costs me. T will
dismigg

him with an air as callous and indifferent as” his own.

. (Mns. Worcesren seals herself at the piano, and plays:the Mazurka tha
Forms thy accompaniment to the * Farewell Song.” At the end of the song

sheffll[s With: her head'and arms on the treble Eeys of the piano, thereby
making g discordant noise.) -
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Gex. D. Ihavelost her through being s0 mercenary. Farawell! (Going.)

Mrs. W. Stay! (Rises from the'keys.y If
}?dwm, I could have forgiven yow. Wa aro all rather mercenary at
times.  But it is clear you loved my china better than you loved me,

(Falls on keys as before. GENERAL DEBLAI starts af the discordunt
noige.)

Gex. D. (Candidly and excitedly.) Never! Never! I hate old china! But
society has forced me, with the alternative of betug thought vulgar, to
pretend an admiration for its inartistic, ugly beauties at which my true
soul actually revolts !

Mrs, W,
sell it

ou had only been mercenary,

[(Rising from keys.) And yet, you manufacture new china and
is ayold. Oh | modern sham uncle of Aladdin, (Falls on keeys.)

Gex. D. (Starts and says, aside.) 1 wish she would weep in tune; (Aloud.)
Oh. how you wrong me! Let me explain. A set of vagabonds who
gnfegt England have bought up every bit of#*Oriental ware, are -doctor-
ing it up, making it lovk dirty, cracking it, and then palming it off on
would-be fashionable folks as rare bric & brac.  One little town in Ja-
pan had been completely cleared out of every cup and saucer, and the

r Japanese (affected) were compeled to drink their tea out of ink-
ottles and blacking-pots. I could not bear to ses thiz; so I atarted a

firm for the .manufacture of LEnglish china to supply the wants of the ’

natives, and I flatter myself I am doing very well!

Mng, W. (Rising to her feet.) A very charitable and estimable thought,
Edwin, but is'it not rather vulgar 7

Gew, 1), Ob, doar, no. When 1 am awny, rocivty is always undor the
impression that [ um nbroad en foreign service.  Theres always o war
in the East somewhere or other.  Besides, if the aristocritcy make iron
aud sell ted, why not make *cups and saucers?”  That’s my excuso,
presuming I am found out ! :

Mas. W. (Shyly.) Then what do you propose 10 do 1

Gen. D Again proposo to you! And if your little income—({anziously)
—you have « littls income, have you not :
Mnrs W. Itis uscless disguising tho fact;

pay?
Gex. D. T have; and
gether for ever?
Mus. W. (Taking hiv hand.) Agreed!  (Going to door, R.)
Gex. D. | Here, don't call June!

Mrs. W, Tam not going to. (Calling) Jane, hurry the dinner. General
Declah will stay.” You will stay, Edwin, won’t you ? :

I have, and you have o half-
if they manago to keep us separately, why not to-

Jane! Jane!

Gex. D, Most certainly; and for many u dinner to come, I hope |
Mrs. W, Andour future fate ig—

Gex. D.- Togive up old china and live in Japan.

- Mrs. W. Andmake cups and saucers ?

Gex. D. As fast as we can.
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